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PSALM L. 15. 
—— 1 will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glo- 


» me. 


', Ds Goodneſs of God , which 
A inclined him to create ſo great 
PEE - NEE! number of Beings, of whoſe 


<1 
4 , 8 A 


L- 


Jo 
508 

I TIER SO ed in his own Nature, andeflen- 

ANT tal to it, moved him, ever 


fince they did exift, to preſerve them. 
* Among the Crontures of ſeveral Kinds and 


Ranks which God brought into the World, to ſome 
he gavea Capacity to diſcover his Being, and that 


he was the Maker of all things, and did —_ 
an 


S& having all PerfeCtions contain- 
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and govern them ; who by conſidering the Works 
of his Creation, and either viewing tbum fiaply, 
or compariag chem togech-r, maſt diicern Wiſe Dee 
ſign, ExaCt Order, Muiuz] Fitneſs and Subſervi- | 
ency one to another, every where amon;; them, | 
and thence neceſlarily conclude, that the Author of | 
all theſe Productions is eadued wich infinite Power, 
Wiſdom, and Goodnels ; and that it is moſt rea- In 
fonable for them who have recetv'd ſo Noble a 
Nature from him, to reverence, love, and honour 
him for it, 
But what he did enable his Creatures to find out 
by their Reaſoning Faculties, he has manifeſted 
more fully to them by Revelation ; as well what 
concerns the Exceilency of his own Nature, as what 
relates to them, and their Dependency upon him. 
He has taught chem, that he is their Sovereign 
Lord, of whom they hold all, and that ir is their 
Duty to worſhip and praiſe him for his Loving- 
kindnefs; that as he only can furniſh them with 
| the common Supports of Life, ſo they are to pray 
to him for them ; that as he will reſcue them out of 
danger, fo they ought humbly to recommend 
themſelves to his Care and Protection ; and after 
he has made a way for their Eſcape, heartily to 
retura him Thanks for their Deliverance. 
Thus to be grateful to our Principal Benefactor, 
is not only agreeable to Natural Light and Juſtice, 
but 
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bur the great Law of our Religion. I will deliver 


thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me. 
In the Text thele 1'wo Propoitions are plainly 


contained. 

(1.) That Deliverances are from God. 

(2.) That ir is our Duty to glority and honour 
him for them. 

In treating of the firſt, I will ſhew (1.) Thar 
all Deliverances are from God. 

(2.) That ſome are more evidently fo, as having 
the plain and viſible Marks of his Hand imprels'd 
upon them. 

(1.) That all Deliverances are from God : Be» 
fore I enter upon the Proof of which, I would 
premiſe (1.) That this Afertion does not imply, | 
That God will deliver us, if we do nothing our 5 | 
ſelves towards obtaining our Safety ; he has promi- 
ſed that his Grace ſhall attend and promote our | 
honeſt Endeavours, but gives no ground to the | 
idle and negligent to hope for his help, who will | 
make no uſe of their Natural Powers derived from 
him for their own Preſervation. 

(2.) Neither from hence does it follow, That = 
God will encourage men in the pains they them- 
ſelves take to get out of Trouble, it they do not 
humbly addreſs to him for his help ; The calling ups 
on him in the day of trouble, being the expreſs Condi- Lo 
tion upon which he will deliver us. 

B 2 (3.) Nor 
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(3.) Nor though men pray vehemently to God, 
have they the leaſt reaſon to expect he will fetch 
them out of thoſe Dangers they have run them- 
ſelves into, by being engaged in any wicked De- 


ſign. Should Robbers, Pyrates, Murderers, Aſſaſ- 


fines, Traytors to their King 2nd Countrey, pray 
for tize Succeſs of their Villany, and that they may 
eicape the Stroke of Jultice, God would be lo far 
from granting their Petitions, that he would take 
their Prayers for a new Injury and Aﬀeront, and ab- 
hor their Sacrifice as much as their Sin. 

4. Neither are theſe things to be ſo ſtrictly un- 
derſtood, asif the wicked ſhould never eſcape out 
of any danger; for they ſometimes may call upon 
God, and he may have lo much regard to their 
Prayers, as to take them out of the hands of their 
Enemies, who may be worle than themlelves, to 
induce them to repent, and return to him and their 
Duty ; they may humble themlelves before God, 
and he defer the Calamity to a further time, which 
he had threatned to bring preſently upon them : 
Thus upon the Humiliation of Ahab, who did 
evil above all that were before him, God delays 
the Execution of the Judgment he had denounced 
againſt his Houle, unto the days of his Son. 

Moreover, very bad men ſometimes do deeds of 
Charicy and Mercy, and God fuffers their few Good 
Works for a ſeaſon to cover their many Eyil ones, 
lo 
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ſo that they are not always brought immediately 
to Light and Puniſhment. 

God allo may permit the Wicked to ſucceed in 
their Evil Deſigns in order to correct and reform 
his own People, when they truſt more in the Arm 
of Fleſh, than in God their Saviour; and when 
upon any lols, or diſappointment, they grow un- 
ealy and ungrateful, and do no: retain a due ſenſe 
of his great and manifold Mercies. 

Laſtly, The Wicked ofcen do proſper, and are 
ſuffer'd ro climb high, not out of kindneſs to 
them, but that their fall may be the greater; and 
that the Divine Vengeance may be the more con- 
ſpicuous in their final overthrow. 

Thele things being premiſed, I proceed to ob- 
ſerve, That Deliverances are of leveral forts, both 
with reſpect to them for whom they are wrought, 
and with reſpec to the Evils from which they ſer 
us free. 

Some are confined to ſiagle Perſons, or reach 
but ro private Families, or Towns; and ſome ex- 
tend to whole Countreys and Nations, indeed co 
all the Race of Mankind, as that Tranſcendent 
Deliverance in the Redemp:ion of che World by 
our Lord Jeſus Chritt. And as the Redemption 
Chriſt did purchaſe for us with his Blood was the 
moſt comprehenſive, taking in the whole Stock 
of Men; fo was it the moſt yaluable, as reſcu- 
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ing us from the power of Sin, which brought the 
Wrath of God upon us; and from the wages of Sin, 


eyerlaſtingPuniſhment, which is the greateſt of Evils. | f 


As to ſingle Perſons, God guards their Souls 
againſt the Deſigns of their ſpiritual Enemies, the 


World, the Devil, the Fleſh, either by keeping | 


them out of the way of the Tempters, or by 
enabling them to overcome their Temptations, 
ſo as they ſhall not be hurt, or led captive by them. 
It is alſo to the Goodneſs of God that particular 
men owe the preſervation of their Health, Life, 
Reputation, and Eſtates : He defends their Lives 
from the malignity of Diſeaſes, from the cove- 
roulneſs of Oppreſlors, who would kill, that they 
might take poſleflion ; from the malice of their 
cruel Enemies, that thirſt after their blood ; and 
from a vaſt number of dangerous Accidents, which 
are not. to be imputed either to their own folly, or 
the ill will of other men. 

He alſo protects the Reputation of the Inno- 
cent, and delivers them from the Slanders of 1y- 
ing Lips; he ſecures mens Eftates, not only from 
the Aſſaults of Robbers and Thieves, but from 
the violence of Fires, Tempeſts, and Floods, and 
from all other Caſualties. 

But though there is no Creature ſo ſmall and 
inconſiderable, that God does not take care of it; 
yet for the molt part, the Acts of his Providence 
are 
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are more apparent and diſcernable in the ordering 
and managcment of the greater portions of the 
World; his hand is more viſible in the government 
and diſpoſal of Countreys and Kingdoms, than of 
particular Places and Families; of Kings, and 
Men in Authority, than of private Perſons; whe- 
ther in their ruin, when they turn their hearts 
from the Lord their God, and give themſelves. 
up to commitevil; or in their Preſervation, when 
they do chat which is right in his eyes, and keep 
the Covenants and Statutes which he has com- 
manded them. | 

And it is. to the extraordinary Providence of 
God, that we are beholden for this joyful Occaſion: 
of aſſembling our ſelves together, who hath deli- 
vered our King from the hands of cruel and barba- 
rous Men, that had conſpired to Aſſafhinate and 
Murther his Sacred Perſon ; and preſerved our Na- 
tion from an Invaſion, for which all things were. 
prepared and made ready by a Powerful Neigh- 
bour, with defign to conquer our Countrey , and: 
to bring that Bondage and Slavery upon us, under 
which his own Subje&ts do labour and groan, 

Had God, juſtly incenſed by our laiquities, per- 
mitted theſe Helliſh Plots to have caken effect 
againſt the Perſon of our Dread Sovereign, and. 
the Land of our Nativity, it is not eaſy to con- 
ceive the Fears, Horror, and Confution with 

| which 
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bis, p. 44- 


Medailles. 


* Who has ſuffered ſo many things to _— . 
be ſaid of ER only full of rank Flat- amplifying of his * Glory and 


rery, but which ſavour much of Blaſphemy; Power . and the en! argement 


——_— 


which we ſhould have been overwhelmed ; nor 
the Rage and and Cruelty with which our Ene- 
mies would have follow'd their Blow to have ob- 
rained a full Conqueſt, and made us compleatly 
miſerable. 

We could with no reaſon have expeCed the 
leaſt degree of tenderneſs, or pity from them, 
who had lo far diveſted themſelves not only of Re- 
ligion, but Humanity it ſelf, as to murther the 
Father of their Countrey, under whoſe Protection 
they for many years had lived ately ; neither 
ſhould we have had more ground to hope for 
favour from that Prince, by whoſe Arms we were 
to be invaded, who in his whole Conduct ſeems 
| to have greater regard to the 


wiz, Viro immortali , p. 42. Fattis : we 
miracula firmar; totus me indiger or of his Dominions, than to the 


Nuſquam meta mihi; nuſ- 


quam devius, p. 45. Vee cui Iratus Ju honeſty of his Cauſe, and the 
iter, p. 47. Per ſe cunQa videt, p. 48. . T 
Og Ade £7, nec ceſir, p. 54. ti. BIgNtS Of them with whom 


ſtoire du Louis le Grand, Par les he does contend; and whoſe 


Mercy, or even Faith and TJu- 
Rice, the unhappy whom he has conquered, have 
no reaſon to applaud. 

Neither perhaps are theſe Failings ſo much to 
be charged upon the Ambition of his Natural 
Temper, as upon an unenlightned Zeal he has 
ro promote a Religion, which allows men to do 
very many ill things. For 
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For where Popery has a full Influence upon 
men, they will break through all Tyes, Natural, 
Civil, or Divine, to ſerve that Intereſt. Neither 
Laws, nor Edicts, nor Promiſes, nor Oaths, nor 
Vows , nor ſenſe of former Kindneſlſes, have 
been found Bands ſtrong enough to hold them. 

There are indeed Dofctrines taught in that 
Church, which are great hindrances to good Lite, 
and diſpoſe men to violate the Moral Duties of Na- 
ture and Religion, without any great ſhock of their 
Conſciences, or fear of Future Puniſhment. They 
get rid of their Fears by the Doctrines of Penance, 
Purgatory , * Maſſes for the 


Dead; and make their Con- 
ſciences eaſy by thoſe of Equi- 
vocation, Ablolution ; and that, 
they are not bound to keep the 
Faith they have engaged to He- 
reticks ( which is the good 


*Memorabilis eſt diſpoſitio Philip.IV. 
Hiſpan. Reg. qui conſtituit ut 100000 
Miſlz ex ſua intentione dicerentur, & 
quidem ut fi ipſe non amplius iis opus 
habeat, Patri ac Matri ſuz bono cede- 
rent ; ſed i hi jam in Ccelo eſſent ; eo- 
rum animabus applicarentur , qui in 
Bellis Hiſpanicis mortem oppetierint. 
Puffendorf de Conſ. & Diſſ. Proteſt, p, 43. 


Name they are pleaſed to give us), whom they 
will not allow to have any Right to Truth, or Jus 
ice, or ſo much as to their own Lives. 

Hereupon many of that Communion think it 
no Sin ar all to killus; and the moſt zealous and 
| bigotted among them believe it a Good Work, 
and that they ſhall merit Heaven by doing God 
and their Church {uch Laudable Service, 


| 
| 
| 
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Since theſe Principles have found Entertain- 
ment in the World, what Havock has been made 
of the Lives of Men? what Effuſion of Chriſtian 


Blood ? 


During a ſhort Reign in our own Kingdom, 
Men and Women of Holy and Peaceable Lives, 
ro a great number, were burnt at the Stake, be- 
cauſe they would not embrace Opinions deviſed by 
the Church of Rome, and impoſed for Articles 
of Faith, which are not contained in the Holy 
Scripture, nor known to the Primitive Chri- 


ſtians, 


In the Countrey from whence we now were 
threatned with an Invaſion, as we are inform'd by 


* Hift. Hen, IV, Biſhop of Rodez. þ. 24. 

b Mezeray Hiſt. p 722, Gregory XIT. 
Ponrificatis initia Iztiora Jztus de Pa- 
rifienſt Hugonororum cxde nuncius fe* 
Cit. Hor. Turſellin, Soc. Jeſu, lib. X. 

© Odiem illum plenum leaetitiz & hi- 
laritatis, quo tu, Beatiſſime Pater, hoc ad 
te nuncio allato, Deo Immorrali, & Di- 
vo Ludovico Regi, cujus hec in iplo 
pervigilio evenerant, gratiaFacturus 1n- 
diftas a te ſupplicationes pedes obiiſti, 
Muret. Orat. 22. coramePontifice Rom. habis 
ta v. Calend. Jan. 1572. 

4 Quia neque ullum dicendi argu- 
mentum, hoc quidem tempore reperiri 
poteſt, in quo plus aut digniraris aut 
dele&ationis inefle videatur, peto a te,Bea- 
tiſime Pater, ut hoc temporis, quod 
mihi ad dicendum tua benignitate con- 
ceditur, in harum potiſſimum rerum 
tracatione conſumi collocarique patia- 
ris. Muretus, ib, 


ſome of their own * Authors, 
the Throats were cut of near a 
Hundred thouſand Proteſtants 
in the ſpace of a few days: 
When Tidings of it reach'd the 
Court of * Rome, his Holineſs 
the Pope received them with in- 
expreſſible Joy ; © he went to 
St. Lewis's Church in Proceſit- 
on, to give God Thanks for the 
Succels ; © heard Panegyrical 
Orations on that Occaſion with 


extreme Satisfaction and Pleas 


(ure ; 
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ſare ; «© granted ample Indul- | 
- y * Edito ampliſſime indulgentiz Di- 


ENCES 1, d and on 4 Medal plomate, Srrade Bel. Belgic. bib, 7. 
* Molnet. Hiſt. Summ. Pontrfic, Per eorum 


ftamp'd for that purpoſe, he ,, Tine is 
cauſed this Helliſh Tragedy to 
be repreſented as che work of an Angel : Which 
none could have undertaken, before they had by 
2 long cuſtom of finning brought themlelves to 
hope, that there were no Inviſible Powers, no An- 
gels, nor God to obſerve the Wickednels of men, 
and to puniſh ir. 
acen Elizabeth lat a long time on the Throne, 

lov'd and honour'd by her Subje&ts for her 
Wiſe and Righteous Government, and yet there 
was hardly any part of her Reign without a 
Plot carried on by her reſtleſs Enemies of that Re- 
ligion. 

Art one time * ſeveral Gen- _ 
tlemen, Zealots of the Roman tiles Romana fon So 
Church, ſome of whoſe Ac matos, Cambden Eliz. p. 40s. 


Conantur docere licitum efſe princi- 


complices had undertaken to pes excommunicatos & Medio tollere , & 


R ſt jus violandum, Relipgionis Catholicz 
make out, That it was Law- Ceuſa violandumm, 1. gen” 
; Eg ingtonus, Barawellus, Charnocus, | 
fal to take off Princes excoms a Serge preps © lens 


municated ; and that if Right jurant, Wis, | 
and Juſtice are ever to be vio- | 
lated, it is allowable in ſuch Caſes as tend to 
advance the Catholick Religion, did readily and 


chearfully enter into 2 Conſpiracy, and bind 
2 _them- | 


Lg 
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themſelves by an Oath to Murther her Majeſty. 
But the Providence of God: which now diſco- 
vered the late Traitors, brought then their black 


Contrivances to light, and they ſuffered condign 


Puniſhment for them. | 

But of all bloody Deſigns that Popiſh Coun- 
ſels have hatch'd, and they ſeem to outdo all 
others, there is none that had ſo contracted its 
Venom and Malignity together , like the Rays 
of the Sun in a glaſs, and which in the moſt 
compendious manner would have deſtroyed ſo 
many, and of ſuch high Quality, as the Gunpowder 
Plot. Caligula wiſh'd the People of Rome had 
but one Neck, that he might cut it off at one 
Blow; and the Horrible Cruelcy which the Pas 
gan Tyrant had only in his Wiſhes and Specu- 
lation, the Chriſtians of the Church of Rome 
would have put in Practice, and with one Stroke 
have killed the King, the Nobility, and the Re- 
preſentatives of the People. 

And is there not reaſon to believe, that the 
ſame Evil Spirit, which puſht on the Romaniſts 
in the days of -our Fathers to ſuch horrid impie- 
ty, did govern theſe wretched Men in the Preſent 
Plot? which in ſome refpe& does exceed thar 
former Treaſon. For at the ſame time that the 
Life of the King was to be taken away by 
Wicked 
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Wicked Traytors at home, there was an Army 
in readineſs to have made a Deſcent upon- us 
from abroad, ſufficient not only to deftroy the 
Lords, and the Commons, who repreſent the 
People, but the. People themſelves ; and there 
is great cauſe to think they would have made 
the Sword drunk with Blood, before they had 
put it up. 

It is moſt unaccountable how any Proteſtant 
ſhould have been concernd in it; .and yet it 
cannot be denied, that ſome there were: of that 
Religion, and Church, which abhorreth ſuch 
Doctrines ; they were of that Church, but had 


departed from it, before they did engage in thele - 


Horrible Deſigns. 
I ſay, it is unaccountable , fince in the time 
of the late King they wiſh reſtored, their Re- 


ligion, the Laws, the Rights, and the Liberties 


of the Nation, were in a manner all ſubyerted'; 


and the King , on whoſe Power all their hopes 


of reſtoring him are built, is one that cauſed all 


his own Proteſtant Subjects, who would not 


forſake their Religion, ro be impriſoned , ba- 
niſht, or put to death; by which Severities he 


hath rooted them out of their Native Soil, and - 


left no appearance of them in their own Coun- 
trey. - 


Is:- 
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Is it to be thought he would treat Strangers 
more tenderly than he has done his own People ? 


or that he would tolerate the Exerciſe of the + 


Reformed Religion in this Kingdom after - he 
had conquered it. who has extirpated ir in his 
own, where his Subjects had a right by Law to 
enjoy it,'and were not guilty of the leaſt undu- 
titul Behaviour to provoke him to violate their 
Rights ? 

And here I ſhould have thought it neceſlary to 
do an Act of Juſtice to our Religion, in renoun- 
cing and dilavowing the late Proceedings of 
thoſe Clergy-men, who ablolved two Perſons 
that were condemned for Trealon, and at their 
death ſhewed no tokens of Kepentance for that 
Deteſtable Crime, as being contrary to the Do- 
Erine and PraCtice of the Church of England, 
and ſcandalous to ail good Chriſtians in her 
Communion, had it not been done already, as 
far as can be in the preſent Circumſtances, by 
| the Biſhops of the Church, and, I doubt not, 
with the hearty Concurrence of the reſt of the 
Clergy. 

While ſuch Pernicious Opinions as theſe find 
favour in the World, and there are men bad 
enough to practiſe them, we have great need 
to fly unto God for Protection, We cannot re- 
flect 
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flet npon the inhumane Slaughter intended both 
of our King, and of our People, without horror 
and deteſtation ; we cannot think of our Won- 
derful Deliverance without hearts full of Joy, 
Praiſe, and Thankſgiving, ready to be offer'd 
ro God our Gracious Deliverer. 

Great ts the Loyd, and marvellous, worthy to be 
raiſed ; there is no end of his greatneſs. Whoſo 15 
wiſe, and will obſerve theſe things, even they ſhall uns 
derſtand the loving: kindneſs of the Lord. Men ſhall 
fear, and declare the works of the Lord ; for they ſhall 
wiſely conſider of his doings. 

Indeed a little conſideration and thought will 
convince us, that all Deliverances, whether pri- 
vate or publick; whether of ſingle Perſons, or 
of whole Nations, are due to God. All men 
are ſenſible that they cannot preſerve them- 
ſelves ; they find no power within them, ei- 
ther that was the cauſe of their being , or that 
can certainly ſecure their Eſtates, their Cre- 
dit, or Friends, or prolong even their own 
Lives. 

Men, ſeemingly to themſelves, and others, in 
ſound health, are in a day or two's time car- 
ried off by a Malignant Dileaſe ; Death ſurpri- 
zing them when they had ler it at a great di- 
ſtance, and ſcarce allow'd it any room in their 


thoughts, 
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Home dies vidie (+ 97 096.enmy = wg and other Accidents , 
Senec, in Thyefte, ſweep away their Eſtates, 
againſt which the niceſt Care and ſtriteſt Guards 
are no ablolute Security, 
Greater Uncertainties do attend War and Peace, 
Publick Councils, and the State of Kingdoms : 
 Counlels, through want of knowledge of many 
things, may be wrong taken; or the Wiſeſt by 
| Treachery may be diſcovered, or defeated ; ſmall 
1 circumſtances of things change the fate of Battels ; 
i things which were not obſerved, -or {o much as 
thought of when they began, and they that aſſured 
| themſelves to return Conquerors from the Field, 
have been carried away Priſoners. 
Such as pretend to be our Friends, may be plot- 
| ting againſt us; and our trueſt Friends may not 
have skill and ſtrength to deliver us; or be out of 
the way, when we ſtand in moſt need of their 
help. And as we dilcover no ſufficiency in our 
felves, or Friends on Earth to fave us from trou- 
ble and danger, ſo have we no ground or war- {| 
ranty to addreſs our ſelves to the Souls in Heaven | 
of Saints departed; fince we have no- aſſurance 
| they know how, or what we do; nor that they 


; | | could help us, if they had knowledge of our 


Afﬀairs. 


Much 
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Much leſs can we apprehend how they {hould 
hear the Prayers of ſome Millions of Perions &i- 
ſperſed thro' all Countries, pur up at the {ame time : 
which is in effe& ro allow them Omniſcience, and 
Omnipreſence, two of the Properties of the Divine 
Nature. Ir is therefore intolerable Preſumprion in 
the Writers of the Church of Rome to ſuppole ſuch 
Powers and Authorities to be lodged in the 
Virgin * Mary, and St. ® Am her Mother, and other *. Tuz < 


nm omni» 


Saints, which are peculiar to God himſelf. porenria 
maniteſte 
oftendirur, quia mulcos de ſua damnatione jam cerros, mulros in aqua prefocatos, multos 
ex improviſo mortuos, qui dum caderent cuo Parrocinio ſe commendarunt, liberaſti ; mul- 
ros etiam qui fine Poenitentia decefferunt jn peccato mortal, a diaboli faucibus eripuiſti, & ur 
poſſenr agere poenitentiam ad vitam reduxiſti. Enſeb. Nieremb. Tropza Mariana, p, 7, . 

Nomen Mariz convenit nominibns Dei. 1. E/. 2. Eloha, 3. Elohim. 4. Sabbaoth, 5. Elim. 
6. Nui eft, vel ſum quod ſum. 7. Adonat. 8. Jehoua. 9. Saddati. to. Tetragrammaton, quod Je. 
hovab pronunciant. ' Biveras, de Privilegiis filie Dei Marie, p. 165+ 

* Anna, abs te nequeunt mortalia pe&ora fruſtra 
Poſcere, quodg; voles nata, Deuſq; voler. Beiſelius in Roſar. S. Anne. 

Cdm alii Santi habeant ſuffragia A Chriſto imperrare ſuis devotis, per modum ſupplica- 
cionis, S. Anna autem ficur Avia Chriſti habet jus imperandi & przcipiendi Chriſto, ficuri 
etiam mater Maria, nec fas eſt negare quod poſtular. Pelbart de Temeſwaer, Serm. 3, de 
S, Anna. 


They muſt have very falſe Notions of God and 
of his Creatures, who imagine either that he can 
cransfer, or that a Creature is capable of receiving 
thoſe Attributes , which are in their own nature in- 
communicable , and which without a Contradiction 
cannoc be ſeparated from a Being infinitely perfect. 
There is therefore nothing we can firmly rely on, 
either for the ſafety of our Perſons , or the private * 
Comforts of this Lite, or the Publick Good of our 
Country, but God himle!t : Upon him it is we muſt 

D call 
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call in time of crouble, and he will deliver us. 


The Heathens had luch a juſt ſenſe of humane 
Frailty, that they did atcribute all the oreat Turns 


(a) Cum Divis volcntibus, quod 
bene eveniat mando tilt. Cato de re 
ruſtic. Cap 14+ 
Ie ſancte venerans precibuz invite 

invaco, 

Porrenta ut populo, Parria, verun- 
cent bene. Non. Marcel. c. 2. 
(5) =vp Ie Jar Tu auleuhiels 
64 6& >; Gower aa 7A8 249; Pris . 

Pindar, Od. 8. 
(c) "Orr Se T3 Jeey Bae TT 

Joralit &v td" tofjov quyean. 

Soph. Elear, 
(4) Szpe Jovem vidi cum jam ſua 
mircere veller 
Fulmina, Thure daro ſuſtiruiſſe 
manum. Ovid. 


(e) ariſtotle tells us, thar the 
ancient Philoſophers, wh o treated 
of che Original, and Corrup: {07 
of chibes, did define norking, or 
leave no Opinion Concerning For» 
rune, --- - That nothing proceeded 
frum it---- That a Mind or Na:ure 
was precedent to it, and there- 
fore neceſſarily, the firft Caufe of 
the Effects, not only aſcribed ro 
Fortune , but of the Univerle, 
*Oubeis LY bpauiey aegov TH ale 
T1, Ez 1VEruc5 X) x phe5: 1.27! 
me Tis 5 8dtv Hebeurey yp; lh 
EV» cure Ts » a; 247 Ki) TE- 
T<=E5v Vev 2r)1cwv X X euay LET % 
CNA OV T5), x, Tedt To maVi6s. 
Arift. Natur. Auſcult, /. 2. c- 6. 

(f) Omnem Devm, qui ab ho- 
mine colirur, neceſſc eſt inter ſo- 
leames ritus, & precationes Pa- 
trem nuncup:ri, non tantum Ho- 


Jaminries. 


in their Condicion to ſomething a- 
bove their own power. (a) To the 
Will of God they alcribed the good 
ſucceſs of their Afﬀairs , and hoped 
by his Aid to be delivared from Ca- 
(6) Thar the happineſs 
- his planting was the more dura- 

e. (c) Thar when he will punith, 
ar is no eſcaping tor the Strong, 
(4) That his diſpleaſure mighr be 
appealed by their humbly 2dd; &- 
lingahemlſelves to him. (e) And 
tho ſomerimatc they talk of the in- 
fluence Fortune has over humane 
Affairs, yct they acknowleds | Ir tO 
be ſub et to the picalure of God. 
(f)W berefobe in their Prayers they 
ſtyle God their Father, char ks the 
Author of their Life, Healt h, and 
Goods. (h) They cedicated Houw- 
ies ro Religious Utes, and had te- 
vera] kinds of Veries, which they 
appropriated to the Service of the 


noris gratia, verum ctiam rationis 3 quod & antiquior eft lomine, & quod vitam, falu- 


rem, victur praſtar ut Parer. 


Lu:thus apud Latant. lib. 4. cap. 2. 
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Gods, (i) Before Baitlcs and after 
Victories they returad them {o- 
lemn Thanks, and part of the Spoils 
of War they devoted to God, and 
offered them in Sacrifice, as an 
acknowledoment that. the event of 
things is in his dilpolal. 

And though their Temples were 
ſtately and well adorned, and the 
Spices rich and {weet which were 
burnt upon their Altars, and their 
Prayers accurately compoled, yet the 
wileſt of them thought char the Pie- 
ty, Innocence, and Purity of their 
Minds, would be more gratetul and 


(i) Hinc cum przlio dimicare 
conſtituerunt, ea, quz bello cepe- 
runr, plerunq; devovent,capta im- 
molanc, Ceſar, Com- liv. 6. Belio 
foeliciter confeRo, grtias agi Dits, 


'& ſupplicationes ad omnia pulvt- 


naria haberi Senatus decerncbat. 
Lt. Hiſt. lib, 303 35) 37« 


'Ova etf5 7193 I2s naigew Ta is 
Smit ars hl Su0uzvwly, ANNE Tels 
wTeCeins Fl Faoymor. Ariftor. 
Rher. [16. 3. 


Animadverto Deos ipſos, non 
tam accuratis adcrantium Prect- 
bus , quam innocentia, & ſanat- 
tate Iztari 3 gratioremque exiftt- 
mari, qui delubris eorum puram, 
caſtamque mentem quam qui me- 
dicarum carmen intulerit, Plin- 
Panger. 


acceptable to God than the CoſHlinels of their Sacri- 
hces, and the Eloquence of their Language, 

-And thele Notions which the Pagans had of God 
did 1elult from the Idea and Conception of 2 
Being infinitly perfect ; for if God be Almighty, 
nothing can be brought about by any Power, which 
does not depend on his, and {pring trom him : So 


if he be Onniicient, not any thing can come to pals 
without his privity ; no event can be caſual or un- #1z 
certain wich relpe&t to him, who fees and knows # amd 
Eficets while they are in their Cauſes, and dilpoicth —_— yh 


Tlzayvlwv 
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of them according to his good pleaſure : For of him pu4Sud. 


Rom. 11s 


and through bm, and to him are all things : {fo whom be3< 


Glory for ever. D 2 


Secondiy, 
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Secondly, 1 proceed to ſhew that ſome Deliveran- 
ces are more evidently from God, as having the 
plain and viſible Mark of his hand impreſt upon 
| them. 

{ Firſt, The glory of thoſe Deliverances more eſpe- 
| cially are to be given to God which happen to Men 


| without their own Wiſdom and Contrivance, and 

i where they had uſed no precautions againſt them : -” 

it When at the fame time Men arrive at the know- 

ledg of their danger, and of their deliverance, there 

can be no boaſting of their own foreſight, nor place 

ro praiſe the Scheme of Policy formed by themalelves. 

il God often ſurprizes his People with greac Mercies, 

of which they had not the leaſt expectation, thar 

they may not have fo much as a pretence to thank 

any but him for them. 

| So our Preſervation from the late horrid Conſpi- 

| racy is not to be impured to the Wil dom of our 

'y Counſels, but to the Providence of God, which fo 

awakened the Conſciences of ſome of the Malefa- 

Etors, that they made a voluntary diſcovery of it. 

And that which ſhould more dceply affect us with 

our Eſcape, and engage us to give God greater 

| | Thanks for ir, is, ® Thar this execrable Plot was 

| | : ic ones FPpe for Execution, and the Blow ready to be gi-. 
IF ,epems Ven, When, by his Mercy, it was detected, 

li | ow Ge Deo videretur. Saluff, 


(2) 


before the King at St. James's. 25 


(2.) Thoſe Deliverances are to be looked on as 
coming more immediately from God, which we 
receive after no hope was left of flying from the 
Miſchief which was imagin'd againſt us: When al- 
tho' we might forelece the Storm, yer we had no 
power to ward againſt it, or to pur it by. Tho 
we might know our danger, yet it was too bi 
for us, we were not able to deal with it ; the little 
Strength we had to defend our ſelves, bearing no 
Proportion to the mighty Force of the Enemies who 
intended to aflault us: Now to be ſaved after Men 
had deſpaired of a Deliverance, and when their 
Adverſaries were ſecure of a Conqueſt, muſt be 
owned to be the viſible Work of the Lord of 
Holts. | 

Ic is the wite Method of Divine Providence, noe 
often to let us miſcarry in thoſe Deſigns of which ©27/s 


Kpaivo 


we were ſure and confident, and to bring thoſe 5, 
good things to pals of which we had no hope; #: os 
both to convince us of our own Infirmity, and to > han 
induce us upon all occaſions to addreſs our Pray- 

ers unto him, who is able to ſave us in our great- 

ct Diſtrels. Thus his People of old, when in the 

time of ther trouble they cryed unto him, be heard them 

from heaven, and according to his manifold mercies, be 

gave them ſaviours, who {aved them out of the hand of 

their enemies, Neh. 9. 27. 


This 
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This was our Condition before the late happy 
Revolution, when much Fndeavour was uſed to 
{appreſs our Holy Religion, and to dilcountenance 
thole who profeſt it; when our Laws, tha: guard 
our Lives and Properties, were diſpens'd with, and 
the Yoke of Popery was ready to be ty'd on our 
Necks, and we {aw no way of eſcaping, then, God, 
in his Goodneſs, was pleas'd to make His prefent 
Majeſty the great Inſtrument of our Prelervation, 


(3.) The Providence of God is very apparent in 
theſe Deliverances which are Lrought ro paſs by 
the Diſappointment of our own Counlels and Re- 
ſolutions, which, had they taken cfte&t according 
to our Minds, wou'd have proved of dangerous 
conſequence to us; for fo little do we ſee into 
things, that God often {ives us, by fruſtrating the 
very Deſigns we had laid for our Preſervation. 

And this holds as well in the Privare Concerns 
of particular Men, as in the Publick Affairs of Na- 
tions: There is hardly any good Man, bur in the 
Courſe of his Life, has found reaſon to thank 
God, for having deny'd him thethings he had moſt 
ſer his Heart upon ; he being f{cniible char much 
of the gov0d Circumſtances of l:is prelent Coinditi 
on is owing to his former Dilappoiatments : Nay, 
upon due Conſideration, wiie Mei are farisfy'd, 
that if they had had their Will in Matters thar 
ace 
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once they eagerly puriu'd, it wou'd have undone *em, 

And the joyful caule of our preſent Solemnity is 
an eminent Inſtance of God's Mercies of this kind ; 

tor one Branch of our Deliverance is fully due to 
his Provicence, which wou'd not permit us to put our 
own Counlels in execution ; for had our Fleer pur: 
{u'd the Expedition, that was according to Human 
Underſtanding, prudently delign'd, the Paſlage 
wou d have bene laid open for the Army that was 
in 2 readinels to invade us; and there were but few 
Forces left then in the Kingdom, either to have hin- 
der'd their Landing, or to have put a ſtop to their 
Progrels. 


(4.) We may manifeſtly diſcern the Hand of 
God in thole Deliverances which proceed from 
Caules over which we have no power, Of this 
fort are a!l thole that are produc'd by the Wind, 
or the Sun, or the Rains, or the Froſt, or other 
remarkavie Changes of W 'eather. Hitftories of all 
Ages do te{tife, that the greateſt Victories both by 


LR and Sea, x Ea had yo” 2 great Turn from 


thole things thas were quite out of the command 
of the Mighty and the Proud, and were entirely 
dire&ted by the Witdom of Providence, 

Scafaring Men oblige themielves to pertorm 
their Voyages to ſuch Ports, and by ſuch t UMes, 
if the Wind and Weather tavo! ur them ; that 18, 
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if God pleaſes, And what is exprelly contain'd in 


their Contracts, is imply'd, and ought to be own'd: 


in all Enterprizes relating to Afﬀairs of higheſt Na- 
rure,” and under the conduct of the wiſeſt Men. 
Under che former Head of this Diſcourſe, we 
confider'd our Deliverance , as proceeding from a 
Diſappointment of the Methods that were taken 
for our Defence ; and here we obſerve, that that 
Piſappointment was caus'd by the Winds, and at 
that time alſo when we apprehended they blew a- 
ainſt us, and in favour of our Enemies ; mſo- 
much that if we had had them in our own keep- 
ing, and cou'd have made them move according 
to our mind, we ſhou'd have been expos'd to the 
utmoſt hazard of being over-run by a foreign E- 
nemy. 
Wherefore if we have no command over many of 
thoſe Cauſes which bring or ftop Victories, and that 
contribute to the ſafety or deſtruction of Kingdoms ; 
and if we had any Influence, might often ule it to 
our own diſadvantage, let us look to God, from 
whom comes our help ; Let us adhere to him in 
. *eazar all the Changes of Life, to whole X Goodneſs and 
726-4 Power, we muſt attribute the Beginning, the In- 
-—%! creaſe ; and the Accompliſhment of all our Vir- 
=? «2 tuous Deligns ; ler us beg his Guidance in our Un- 
Seri. dertakings, and his Blefling upoa them, withour 


Tanbl. ds Which they will come to nothing ; and olorihe him, 
thag. - | « 
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as for all his Mercies, ſo particularly for this our 
Deliverance. 

We come now to confider by what Actions we 
ſhail glorihe God acceprably for theſe his gracious 
Diſpenlations, and make ſuch Returns as will 

leaſe him. 

(r.) We glorithe God by a ſincere acknowledg- 
ment that he, as has been prov'd, is the Author of 
our Preſervation, and that it was the Work of his 
Providence that our Enemies were diſcoverd, and 
pur to ſhame, and that we have eſcaped our of 
the Snare they had laid for us. We muſt with 
thankfulneſs confeſs, that all our own Cares and 
Projects wou'd not have been ſufficient to pre- 
ſerve us, had not God appear'd on our fide ; and 
that with leſs Preparations our Enemies might have 
deſtroy'd us, had not he fought againſt them. 

God is greatly to be feared in the aſſembly of the 
Jamts, and to be had im reverence of all them that are 
round about him. Tn thy name ſhall they rejoyce all the 
day, and m thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted. For 
thou art the glory of their ſtrength, in thy favour our 
horn ſhall be exalted For the Lord is our defence, 
and the Fioly One of Ijrael is our King, Pial. 89. 
». $6; $3, 6 

(2.) We honour God by ſtirring up in our minds 
a true Senſe of the Mercies we own he has done 
for us : We gloritie him when we refle&t upon his 

E Works 
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Works with Pleature and Joy, and have entire fa- 
tisfaction in his adminiſtration of the Afﬀairs of 
the World ; when we heartily believe his Govern- 
ment to be Wiſe and Mercitul, and chat the crol- 
ſeſt Diſpenſations will tura to, and end in, the Ad- 
vantage of his faithful Servants. There muſt be 
an agreeableneſs in all the Motions and Inclinari- 
ons of our Hearts, to the ſenſe we have of God's 
kindneſs. Afcer ſuch large Experiments of Faith: 
fulneſs and Care, we ought not to diſtruſt his Pro- 
vidence in any future Difficulcy or Danger ; and 
when any unreaſonable Fear begins to lay hold 
of us, we muſt endeavour to baniſh ir, by Re- 
fleftions on the great things he has done tor us al- 
ready. 

Neither ought we to repine at the Expences 
which . are neceſſary for the defence of onr 
Country, nor to murmur at - Grievances which the 
wileſt Governments have never been able wholly 
to prevent ; ſince how great ſoever they ſeem to 
us, they bear no Compariſon with the wonderful 
Mercies we have receiv d. 

(3.) We glorihe God when we are not content 
only with cheriſhing a ſecret Senſe of it in our 
Souls, but when we teſtifie before Men what mar- 
velloas Kindneſs he has ſhewn to us ; when we lay 
hold of every opportunity to publiſh it ro others, 
that our Friends, our Neighbours, and all good 
People, 
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People, may rejoyce together with us, and hence 
be encouraged to truſt in God, and to caſt their 
Care upon him. 

Buc the higheſt Teſtimony of Publick Thank- 
tulnels is, to aſſemble our ſelves in the Houſe of 
God, and with united Hearts and Lips, to ſet forth 
his Praiſe. And if we do bring Minds Kll'd with 
Love and Gladneſs, our Chriſtian Sacrifice will a- 
ſcend up into Heaven with a ſweet favour, ſuch 
as God will graciouſly receive : And the Angels, 
who ſhew ſo much Joy at the Converſion of 
Sinners, will be much more delighted with the 
Triumphs of the Saints, in alſcribing Glory. to 
God. 

(4.) We glorite God by endeavouring to pre- 
ſerve in our Memories thele Deliverances of | his, 
whereof at preſent we have (o lively a Senle : So 
thar neicher Buſineſs nor Pleaſure, nor length of 
Time, may wear them out of our Minds. It will 

als for a true Mark of the Honour we have for 
God, that his Favours have made ſo deep an Im- 
reffion in us, as will laſt all che Days of our 
Life: And when allo we convey the Hiſtory of 
them down to our Poſterity, and afford them 
Matter of Thanks to render. to him for the 
olorious Works of his Providence done not on- 


& 


ly in their own time, but in the Days of their 


Fathers. 
E 2 Thus 
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Thus what the people of Tſrael had beard, or hawk, 
or their fathers had teld them, th:y were bound not to 
hide from their children, but to ſhew to the generations 
t0 _, the praiſes of the Lord; and his ſtrength, and 
his wonderful works that be had done, that the genera- 
tions to come -might know them, even 'the children which 
ſhould be born; who ſhould ar iſe and declare them to 
their children; that they might ſet their hope in God, 
and not forget the works of God , but keep his com- 
mandments, Plal. 78. v. J---7. | 

(5.) We glorifie God by our humble Confeſ- 
ſion that we did not deſerve the great and many 
Deliverances he has wrought for us; but that 
they were wholly due to his nffniee Goodnels, 
Such a ſincere Acknowledgment cuts oft all pre. 
tence of Right to his Mercy ; and the more we 
exclude our own Merit, the higher we exalt God's 
free Grace, And lurely it much enhances the 
Kindneſs manifeſted in our preſent Eſcape, thar 
God has ſnatch'd us, an ungrateful People, from 
__ Brink of Ruin , who are ſo far from having 

Claim to his Favours, as having ſerved him 
01M than others, that we muſt alcribe it to his in- 
hnite Goodnels and Mercy, that the open Pro- 
phanels, avowed lrreligion, monſtrous Unchankful- 
nels of ſo many amongſt us, have not yet provoked 
him to give us up, not only to our Liſts, but to 
the Fury ot our bitter and implacable Encmies. 


(6.) We 
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(6.) We glorife God by letting the Mercies he has 
beſtow'd on our Country incline us to Love and 
Charity, and to be reconciled to one another. It is na- 
tural co imitate the Examples of thoſe we have in 
the highelt eſteem ; and it we really honour God in 
our Souls, we {hall ftrive to do like hint in all In- 
ſtances, nhkevin Creatures can copy after their Crea- 
tor. By forgiveneſs of Injuries, by healing of Breaches, 
and renewing of Friendſhips, we do that good to 
one another, which God has extended to us all, and 
make our Behaviour much to reſemble his. 

No courſe like this, will fix and continue his Fa- 
' vour among us, and encreaſe our ſtrength to refilt 


, 


our Enemies. As nothing will more dilcourage and 


ruine the deſigns of wicked Men againſt us, than 
the firm Union of our Minds, and Aﬀections, {o 
nothing has given {o much life co their hopes of 
making an eaſie Prey of us, as our Diviſtons. Sure- 
ly then the extraordinary care God has had of us, 
ſhonld diſpoſe us to lay aſide all privare Animolities, 
and Seli-ends, and heartily to join together in pur- 
{uir of the public Good. 

We cannot but be fenfhible how mnch our King 
and our Kingcom have been under the peculiar 
Care oi God. How olten has God pre! 'erved Þ1s 
Majety's Lite, nr only in the day of Bade tro OA 
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ed him ? The very Winds that now detained our 
Ships for the neceſſary guard of our Coaſts, did 
not long ſince lock up the Fleet of our Enemies, 
when they had framed a deſign to burn ours in 
the Harbour, and to cover the Deſcent they intend- 
ed to make upon us. 

And will not now every private Man thank God 
heartily on this Day for his ineftimable Mercies, when 
by his Thankfulneſs, he will not only workout his Sal- 
vation, but effe&tually contribute to the Prelervati- 
on and Happineſs of the Country where he lives ? 
Shall we nor praiſe God with all our Soul, when the 
ſo doing will not only purchaſe us a Reward in 
the other World, but is attended with preſent Bleſ- 
ſings, and is the way alone to ſecure to our Nati- 
on God's Aſſiſtance and Protection in future times 2 
To render Thanks to the Lord for his loving Kind- 
nels will give Cheerfulnels tro our Spirits, when 
things have an ill Aſpect ; Courage to our Hearts, 
and Strength to our Hands in the greateſt danger ; 
and tho' all Men, Pagans as well as Chriſtians are 


SO 


"S convinced that there can be no acceſſion to * God's 
" Yererum 


antifi- infinice Glory by the Acts of our Honour, yet they 


morum 


more m arc {enfible thar the {incere performance of this Du- 
exempls ty docs dilpole God to love them, and ro do good 


ſecurus : F ; C 

Ul evi», ro them, and does prepare their Hearts for, and 
quod. ali : 

merta, patrizm, lucem, ſe depiq;, ipſos Deorum dono hayebanr, ex omnibus aliquid Dits 
ſacrabint 5 magis 2de9 ur ſe gratos approbarent, quam qued Deos 11s arbitrarentur indi- 
gere, Cenſorin, de ate Nat. Cap. 1. | 


open 
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open and enlarge their capacity to receive his Be- 
nefts. 

And things being ſo, ſhall we not think our ſelves 
highly obliged by our public Praiſe and Thankſgj- 
vings, to contribute what we can to maintain thar 
Cauſe, which God has been pleaſed ro make (o 
much his own ? Should we not be all ready to join 
our Heads, our Hearts, our Hands, our Aﬀections 
and utmoſt Endeavours to ſerve his Majeſty for our 
own Preſervation ? Should we not above all chings 
every one do his Part, when God has been graci- 
ouſly pleaſed, as it were without our asking, to ſhew 
himſelf on our ſide, now to engage him to continue 
with us? which is impoſſible otherwiſe to be hoped 
for, than by promoting a general Reformation. 

Which if any one 1s yer to begin, that has an 
Generoſity in him, from whence {hall he chuſe ro 
date it, rather than from ſuch a day as this, a day 
when we are to thank God for ſuch extraordinary, 
ſuch wonderful Deliverances, as we have not ſeen 
the like given to any other People, the common 
Deliverance of our King and our Nation, of our 


Bodies and our Souls ; and not only of our ſelves, 


bur of our Poſterity. Surely wholoever has any 
ſenſe of Gratitude moving in him, cannot but feel 
it move powerfully in his Heart at this time, to glo- 
rifie God, as he demands it in our Text, 1 will de- 
liver thee, and thou ſhalt glorifie men. 


Now 
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Now to join :r Prayers together with our 
Thankſgivings, Mcy God be graciouſly: pleaſed to pre- 
ſerve the King's Perſon, which has been jo often expoſed 
in the Defence of ours ; may he whom Providence” bas 
guarded againſt ſo many 1words , and fo many Bullets, 
m the Field, and in the Tenches ; never to be taken off 
by Poiſon ; or fall by the _ vile FJand of any barbarous 
Aſſaſſme 5 may all bis" People Love and Serve him ; 
and may he long live to defend the FEſtabliſhd 
Church, the Laws and Rizhts of © theſe Realms ; the Re- 
formed Religion ; and, to reſtore Peace to the Chriſtian 
World, upon good and laſting Foundations : And in the 
end, for all bis Righteous Labours, may he receive a 
Cropn of Glory. | 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T W O Sermons of the ſds and Goodneſs of Providence, 
Preach'd before the Queen at 7/hire-hall, Auguſt 17. and 24. 
1690. on Prov. 3. 6. 

A Sermon Preach'd at St. Andrew's Holborn, une 28. 1691. on 
Gal. 6. 7. 

Of Religions Melancho/; : A. Sermon Preach'd before the Queen, 
at White-hall, March 6. i691. on Pſal. 42. 6. 

Of the Immortality of the Soul : A. Sermon Preach'd before the 
King, at White-hall, un Palm-Sunday, 1694. on Matth. 19. 28. 

Theſe by the Right Reverend Father in God FO HN Lord 
Þilhop of Nerwich. 
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